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Featured Lesson: Researching in the 1950 Census 
By law, 72 years 
must pass before 
a census is 
available to the 
public. 1 April 2022 
marks the passing 
of 72 years 
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from1950, and 
thus the release 
date of the 1950 
census for 
genealogical 
research. 
 
Comparing the 
1950 census to 
the 1940 census, 
the population 
questionnaire 

MIDRASHIC GENEALOGY 
 

Surrogacy 
יעקב בת  דינה 

Standards #9, 19 and 24:  
Don’t Be an April’s Fool 
When approaching the 1950 census, a group of BCG Standards may be 
helpful. Standard 9 is Planned Research. 1 Standard 19 is Data Collection 
Scope. 2 Standard 24 is Understanding Meanings. 3   
 
Plan the research of the 1950 
census by reading the 
Enumerator’s Reference Manual 
for 1950, at 

https://www.census.gov/history/
pdf/1950instructions.pdf .  In 2012, 
it took several months to have 
name indexes available for the 
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For the first six children born to 
Leah Imeinu, the posuk details 
that first she was pregnant and 
then that she gave birth. 1 By 
her seventh child, Dinah, posuk 
does not mention Leah’s 
pregnancy, just her birth. 2 The 
Talmud explains that Leah 
knew Yaakov Avinu was 
destined to only have 12 sons, 
Leah reasoned that if her 7th 
child was a son, it would result 
in Rochel Imeinu having fewer 

Cont. on page 32 

Cont. on page 34 

The 1950 Census Population Questionnaire 
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population was asked only 20 
questions. The enumerators’ 
questions are listed by column, 
compared to those of 1940, in the 
table on the following pages. 2 
Five percent of the 1950 
population was also asked an 
additional slate of questions. 
 
The census collection is housed at 
NARA under microfilm set T628 
and is comprised of over 6000 
rolls. 3 A finding aid, a state-by-
state and then county-by-county 
index does exist at NARA under 
National Archives Identifier 
(“NAID”) 196015600. The index is 
177 pages and it shows Brooklyn, 
under New York / Kings County, 
with a state prefix of “24” and 
county ED’s of 1 – 3802. The 
corresponding roll numbers are 
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not entirely sequential, but fall 
between 212 – 5549. 4 NARA 
describes NAID 196015600 as a:  

• Finding aid to NARA 
Microfilm Publication 
T628, the seventeenth 
decennial census of the 
United States population, 
taken 1 Apr 1950. A 
special finding aid was 
necessary for 1950. In 
prior decades (1900 – 
1940), the Bureau of the 
Census microfilmed in 
alphabetical order by 
state and then by 
county. Within the 
county, the microfilm was 
ordered numerically by 
enumeration district 
(“ED”). The original 1950 
population census 
schedules, microfilmed in 
1952, were not filmed in 
any discernible order. It 
may have been an order 
of convenience, possibly 
in the order in which the 
Bureau no longer 
needed the rolls for 
statistical analysis. The 
Bureau had to create an 
index of the microfilms to 
group the rolls first by 
state, then by county, 
and then by ED. 

 
In April of 2012, when the 1940 
census was released, it was 
projected that FamilySearch 
would take six to nine months to 
have a searchable name index. 5 
In reality, it was completed in just 
four months. 6 
 

Cont. on page 5 

Researching in the 1950 Census 
 

 YICHUS ~ ייחוס
 

Published Quarterly by 
JGSoB 

 
 

Statement of Purpose 
Yichus is a forum to advance 

knowledge of, and adherence 
to, genealogical standards. It 

also serves to showcase various 
research techniques as well as 

Rabbinical & Biblical genealogy. 
 
 

Editor: Arturo F. Drumst 
 
 

Executive Council 
President: Moishe Miller 

Treasurer: David Koschitzki 
Secretary: Daniel Miller 

Members at large: 
Geilan Grant 
Sherry Pinter 

 
 

Membership 
http://www.jgsob.org/membership.html 

 
 
 

Founded in 2015, the Jewish 
Genealogical Society of Brooklyn 
is recognized by the IRS as a not-

for-profit. It is a tax-exempt 
organization under Sec. 501(c)(3) 

of the Internal Revenue Code. 
Contributions are tax deductible 
as allowed by law. The Society 
goal is to collect, preserve and 

disseminate knowledge and 
information regarding Jewish 

genealogy. 

asked fewer questions than its 
predecessor; the full 1950 
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1940 Census 1950 Census 
Population Population 

1 Street the person lives on 1 Name of street, avenue or road where the household is 
located 

2 House number 2 Home or apartment number 

3 Number of household in order of visitation 3 Serial number of dwelling unit 

4 Is the home owned or rented? 
5 Value of the home, if owned, or monthly 

rental, if rented 

6 Does the person's household live on a 
farm? 

  

4 Is this house on a farm (or ranch)? 

5 If no, is this house on a place of three or more acres? 

  

6 Corresponding agriculture questionnaire number 

7 Name 7 Name 
8 Relationship with the head of household 8 Relationship of person to head of the household 

9 Sex 9 Race 

10 Color or race 10 Sex 
11 Age at last birthday 11 How old was this person on his last birthday? 

12 Marital status 12 Is this person now married, widowed, divorced, separated, or 
never married? 

13 Did the person attend school or college at 
any time in the past year? 

14 What was the highest grade of school that 
the person completed? 

  

15 Person's place of birth 13 What State or country was the person born in? 
16 If foreign born, is the person a citizen? 14 If foreign born, is the person naturalized? 

In what place did the person live on April 1, 1935? 
17 City, town, or village 

18 County 

19 State or Territory 

20 Was this house on a farm? 
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1940 Census 1950 Census 

For persons 14 years and older - employment status 
21 Was the person at work for pay or profit in 

private or nonemergency government work 
during the week of March 24 - 30? 

22 If not, was he at work on, or assigned to, 
public emergency work (WPA, NYA, CCC, 
etc.) during the week of March 24 - 30? 

 

23 If the person was neither at work or 
assigned public emergency work: was this 
person seeking work? 

15 What was this person doing most of last week - working, 
keeping house, or something else? [Enumerators were to 
record "Wk" for working, "H" for keeping house, "U" for 
unable to work, or "Ot" for other.] 

24 If not seeking work, did he have a job or 
business? 

16 If the person was "keeping house" or "something else" in 
question 15, did the person do any work at all last week, not 
counting work around the house? (Including work-for-pay, in 
his own business, working on a farm or unpaid family work) 

25 For persons answering "No" to questions 
21, 22, 23, and 24; indicate whether 
engaged in home housework (H), in school 
(S), unable to work (U), or Other (Ot) 

17 If the person answered "no" to question 16, was he looking 
for work? 

26 If the person was at work in private or non-
emergency government employment: how 
many hours did he work in the week of 
March 24 - 30? 

18 If the person answered "no" to question 17, even if he didn't 
work last week, does he have a job or business? 

27 If the person was seeking work or assigned 
to public emergency work: what was the 
duration, in weeks, of his unemployment? 

19 If the person was working, how many hours did he or she 
work in the last week? 

28 What is the person's occupation, trade, or 
profession? 

20a What kind of work does the person do? 

29 What is the person's industry or business? 20b What kind of business or industry is the person in? 

30 What is the person's class of worker? 20c Class of worker the person is. [Enumerators were to mark 
"P" for private employment, "G" for government employment, 
"O" for own business, or "NP" for working without pay.] 

31 Number of weeks worked in 1939 (or 
equivalent of full-time weeks) 

32 Amount of money, wages, or salary 
received (including commissions) 

33 Did this person receive income of more 
than $50 from sources other than money 
wages or salary? 

34 Corresponding number on the Farm 
Schedule of the person's farm 
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In Plain, Czsdfasdfadite (Lithuanian Citations)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 

Until a name index is available, a search is still 
possible for a particular household in the 1950 
census. The steps to do this, which can even 
begin now, are: 

• Determine the address where the 
household was living in 1950 

• Determine the Enumeration District 
(“ED”) 

• Determine which NARA roll the ED is 
on 

• Once the digital images are 
available, in early April, page through 
all the images in the ED, looking for 
the address where the household was 
residing. 
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There are at least two methods to utilize when 
locating the ED. For those familiar with the 
streets and neighborhoods of the time, review 
the ED maps. For example, the nine high-
resolution maps of the ED’s in Brooklyn for the 
1950 Census are at:  
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Categor
y:1950_Census_Enumeration_District_Maps_-
_New_York_-_Kings_County  
  
Using the post office box of the Jewish 
Genealogical Society as an example, the 
Vanderveer Post Office is now on Nostrand 
Avenue between Avenue I and Avenue J. 
Reviewing the ED maps, the image numbered 
“5” contains the map for this post office. It 
contains tract 742 (the circled numbers are all 
land tracts). Within tract 742 are three ED’s: 
105, 106 and 107. The correct ED is 105. 
 

Researching in the 1950 Census 
 

Cont. from page 2 

Cont. on next page 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:1950_Census_Enumeration_District_M
aps_-_New_York_(NY)_-_Kings_County_-_Brooklyn_-_ED_24-1_to_3802_-

_NARA_-_24267303_(page_5).jpg 

Reproduced with permission from Wikimedia Commons 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:1950_Census_Enumeration_District_M
aps_-_New_York_(NY)_-_Kings_County_-_Brooklyn_-_ED_24-1_to_3802_-

_NARA_-_24267303_(page_5).jpg 

Reproduced with permission from Wikimedia Commons 
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An alternate method for determining the ED is 
via Steve Morse’s one-step website. 7 Review 
all the worthwhile information and the various 
questions geared towards helping to 
determine if the ED can be found. Then 
navigate to the ED Finder for 1950. 8 Using the 
parameters offered by Morse, the result 
pictured above is displayed by Morse’s 
website. 
 
Morse’s ED Finder is based on the NARA T1224 
Film Series. 9 Although Morse’s website does 
not show a roll number, it can be inferred. 
Based on the previously cited Index to the 
Microfilm of the 1950 Decennial Census, it 
would be between rolls 1634 and 1639. 
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See the following page for an image 
describing the boundaries of the three ED’s in 
land tract 742. 
 

More about the 1950 Census 
 
The Urban & Rural Enumerator's Reference 
Manual, 1950 Census of the United States, 
Volume 3, United States. Bureau of the 
Census, U.S. Department of Commerce, 
Bureau of the Census, 1950 – Census, contains 
241 pages. 10 
 
The manual outlines enumerator instructions 
for: 

• Population Schedule 
• Individual Census Report 
• Infant Card 
• Special Agricultural Questionnaire 
• Housing Enumeration 

Researching in the 1950 Census 
 

Cont. from prev.  page 

Cont. on page 8 

https://stevemorse.org/ed/ed2.php?year=1950&state=NY
&ed=24-105  

Reproduced with permission from Steve Morse 

https://www2.census.gov/prod2/decennial/documents/0
4198170ch2.pdf 

Reproduced from the Unites States Census Bureau 
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Cont. on next page 

https://stevemorse.org/census/eddef1224.html?reel=140&image=4084&
year=1950 

Reproduced with permission from Steve Morse 
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The Infant Card reference is to the 
requirement to obtain additional detail for 
newborn babies. An infant card had to be 
completed for each baby born after January 
1, 1950 (since experience had shown that 
babies were easily missed). 11 
 
Statistical studies were conducted with the 
data from the infant cards. These include: 

• The Infant Enumeration Study of 1950,  
No. 1 12 

• The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (“CDC”) study which 
cross-referenced actual city/state 
birth and death records with the 
infant cards from the census. 13 The 
report states its source as the National 
Vital Statistics System, which can be 
found today as part of the CDC. Their 
website is: 
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/inde
x.htm    

 
According to one source (a blog by Claire 
Kluskens, employed at NARA), the cards may 
not be extant. 14 However, if they were 
destroyed, how was there a study in 1972 by 
the CDC that seems to include the data from 
the Infant Enumeration? A Freedom of 
Information Act (“FOIA”) request was made 
to NARA regarding the provenance of this 
record set. The eMail response from NARA is 
included at the end of this article for anyone 
interested in pursuing the records 
whereabouts further. 
 
For those that want to be kept up-to-date 
regarding the census, there is a Facebook 
group dedicated to the 1950 census. 15 There 
is also a blog post at the HathiTrust regarding 
various 1950 census publications. 16 
 
As a closing note, 2022 is also a milestone for 
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those seeking English or Welsh records. A 
census has been taken in England and Wales, 
and separately for Scotland, every ten years 
since 1801. All the later censuses remain in the 
custody of the Office for National Statistics 
(https://www.ons.gov.uk/) and remain closed 
to the public. 100 years after the date they 
were conducted, they are made public. The 
1921 census will remain closed until it is made 
available online by FIndMyPast in 2022. 17 The 
British website, Who Do You Think You Are?, 
wrote an overview about the 1921 census. 18 
The formal announcement of the release is on 
the FIndMyPast website. 19 It will published 
online by FIndMyPast on 6 January 2022. 20 It 
will be 30 years before the next census is 
released in England, as the 1931 census was 
lost in a 1942 fire, 21 and the 1941census was 
not taken due to WWII. 22  
 
______________ 
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The 1960 Census will be released on 1 Apr 2032 
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"B. P. First On List," Brooklyn Eagle (Brooklyn, NY), Sat,1 Apr 1950, p. 1, col. 
6 & 7, bottom; digital image 

(https://www.newspapers.com/clip/87649107/the-brooklyn-daily-eagle/ 
: accessed 23 Oct 2021). 

Reproduced with permission from Newspapers.com 
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JewishGen offers a portal for all 
types of inquiries. Subscribing to 
the group discussion can offer the 
opportunity to observe, and 
perhaps learn, how others solve 
problems.  
 
Notwithstanding the pending 
release of the 1950 census in April 
of 2022, there is still a need to 

Methodology: Location, Location, Location 

reference the 1940 census. 
Question Four on the 1940 census 
asks, “Is the home owned or 
rented?”  1 This question is not 
present in the 1950 census. 2 In the 
five boroughs of New York City, 
property ownership is one way to 
trace a family and locate living 
descendants. This is illustrated by 
the 4 June 2021 inquiry on the 

Cont. on page 17 

JewishGen.org Discussion Group: main@groups.jewishgen.org 
Reproduced with Permission from JewishGen   
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https://groups.jewishgen.org/g/main/topic/83302283 
Reproduced with Permission from Linda Wolfe Kelley (author) and Avraham Groll of JewishGen 
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https://groups.jewishgen.org/g/main/topic/83302283#659525 
Reproduced with Permission from Renee Stern Steinig (author) and Avraham Groll of JewishGen 
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JewishGen discussion group; the 
images of the letter appear 
above. 3 
  
What is the ACRIS system that 
Renee refers to in her reply? It is 
the Automated City Register 
Information System (ACRIS). The 
ACRIS portal permits property 
record searches and views of 
related documents. It offers 
actual images of the original 
documents for the five boroughs 
of New York City: 

• Manhattan 
• Queens 
• Bronx 
• Brooklyn (Kings county) 
• Staten Island (Richmond 

county) 
 
ACRIS maintains transactions from 
1966 to the present. 4 Transactions 
prior to 1966 require an on-site visit 
to the specific borough’s City 
Register office. 5   
 
This article will illustrate the step-
by-step method recommended in 
Renee Stern Steinig’s response.  
 
Step1: Go to 

Methodology: Location, Location, Location 

https://www1.nyc.gov/site/financ
e/taxes/acris.page  
 
Step 2: Click on the 

 
button, on the right upper side of 
the screen. It should lead to 
https://a836-acris.nyc.gov/CP/  
 
Step 3: Click on the menu option 
for Find Addresses and Parcels. It 
should lead to a Lookup page. 
 
Step 4: On the Lookup page, click 
the radio button for Property 
Address, choose the proper 
county from the dropdown, enter 
the Street Number and the Street 
Name. 
 
Step 5: Click on the 

  
button in the lower section of the 
page. This will populate the lower 
section with the “BBL”, the 
Borough, Block and Lot numbers. 
 
Step 6: On the lower right of the 
screen a  

 

Cont. on page 21 

Cont. from  page 14 



 

Volume V, Number 3 – 4; Designed by worddraw.com 18  Copyright © 2015 – 2021 

Step 3 

Jewish Genealogical Society of Brooklyn 
P.O. Box 100496, Brooklyn, NY 11210

www.JGSoB.org
info@JGSoB.org

 

Methodology: Location, Location, Location 

Cont. on next page 



 

Volume V, Number 3 – 4; Designed by worddraw.com 19  Copyright © 2015 – 2021 

Step 4 

Jewish Genealogical Society of Brooklyn 
P.O. Box 100496, Brooklyn, NY 11210

www.JGSoB.org
info@JGSoB.org

 

Methodology: Location, Location, Location 

Cont. on next page 

Cont. from prev.  page 



 

Volume V, Number 3 – 4; Designed by worddraw.com 20  Copyright © 2015 – 2021 

Steps 5, 6, and 7 

Jewish Genealogical Society of Brooklyn 
P.O. Box 100496, Brooklyn, NY 11210

www.JGSoB.org
info@JGSoB.org

 

Methodology: Location, Location, Location 

Cont. on next page 

Cont. from prev.  page 



 

Volume V, Number 3 – 4; Designed by worddraw.com 21  Copyright © 2015 – 2021 

 
 
 
 
 

Jewish Genealogical Society of Brooklyn 
P.O. Box 100496, Brooklyn, NY 11210

www.JGSoB.org
info@JGSoB.org

 

button will appear. Click on it to 
advance to the Search By Parcel 
Identifier page.  
 
Step 7: Click the SEARCH button. 
 
Step 8: A grid of record results will 
be displayed.  
 
Step 9: Click on the  button 

Methodology: Location, Location, Location

located on the left of line 
2709/1779, as this shows the 
transition from the Estate of Sam 
Halpern to Ellen Halpern. 
 
Step 10: Review the detail, which 
seems to indicate that the estate 
passed to both Ellen Halpern of 
Forest Hills and Michael Halpern of 
East Meadows. Click the browser’s 
back arrow to return to the grid of 

Cont. on next page 

Cont. from page 17 

Step 8 

Cont. on page 23 



 

Volume V, Number 3 – 4; Designed by worddraw.com 22  Copyright © 2015 – 2021 

Step 9 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Jewish Genealogical Society of Brooklyn 
P.O. Box 100496, Brooklyn, NY 11210

www.JGSoB.org
info@JGSoB.org

 

Methodology: Location, Location, Location 

Cont. on next page 

Cont. from prev.  page 



 

Volume V, Number 3 – 4; Designed by worddraw.com 23  Copyright © 2015 – 2021 

 
 
 
 
 

Jewish Genealogical Society of Brooklyn 
P.O. Box 100496, Brooklyn, NY 11210

www.JGSoB.org
info@JGSoB.org

 

record results. Click on the 
  
button to see the scanned images 
(three pages) of the original 
documents from 19 April 1991.  
 
The document lists Sam Halpern 
and Beatrice Halpern as the 
former owners. The executors of 
the estate are listed as Michael 
Halpern and Ellen Halpern.  
Researching Sam and Beatrice 
locates a 1962 New York marriage 
between a Sam Halpern and a 
Beatrice Rivetz. 6 

Methodology: Location, Location, Location 

Google the addresses of Michael 
and Ellen, and then look at the 
Google street view for each: 

• 2632 Burro Lane in East 
Meadow 

• 72-35 112th in Forest Hills 
 
The latter (Ellen’s) appears to be 
an apartment building. 7 The 
former (Michael’s) may yield more 
interesting Google results. 8  
 
Entering Michael Halpern 2632 
Burro Lane, East Meadow, NY 
11554, into Google and reviewing 

Cont. on next page 

Cont. from prev.  page 

Michael Halpern and Ellen Halpern 
Testament 
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Cont. from prev.  page 

Cont. on next page 

the results, some potential details 
appear:  9  

• Michael may have been 
born in Jan 1948. 10 

• That means Beatrice, if she 
married Sam in 1962, was 
likely not Michael’s birth 
mother. Per Ms. Kelley’s 
original email, Sam’s birth 
was in 1910. If Michael was 
born in 1948, it does seem 
likely that Sam was married 
previously. 

• There is a Michelle at 
Michael’s address, likely a 
spouse. 11 Researching that 
does yield a 1974 Brooklyn 
marriage between a 
Michael Halpern and a 
Michelle Margolis. 12 

• Reviewing the results, one 
website, ClustrMaps.com, 
shows (actual phone numbers 
suppressed for privacy): 13 

o Michael M Halpern, 
Age 73, [actual  phone #] 

o Michelle Halpern, 
Age 70 

o Andrew S Halpern, 
Age 43 

o Joshua D Halpern, 
Age 40 

o Historical Residence, 
Jason Halpern, Age 
52, [actual phone #], 
Lived here in 2010 - 
2018, Now lives at 184 
Kent Ave #B415, NY 
11249 

 
With this overall technique, it is 
now possible to respond to Linda 
Wolfe Kelley’s research question:  
Who are the living descendents of 
Sam Halpern who lived at 7255 
Bergen Court, Brooklyn, NY, with 
his wife Beatrice? The answer 
would seem to be Michael and 
Ellen, from a possible first 
marriage. The answer might also 
include potential children of 
Michael’s: Jason, Andrew S, and 
Joshua D. 
 
If the 1950 census was available, it 
might have been possible to 
locate a Sam Halpern, with son 
Michael, and possibly Ellen (if born 
before Apr 1950). This would 
confirm the relationship the land 
records seem to imply.  
However, if one follows the steps 
on Steven Morse’s website for 
locating the enumeration district 
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in 1950 for 7255 Bergen Court, the 
current cross streets do not seem 
to appear. 14 In an email 
conversation with Steve, he 
confirmed that Bergen Court did 
not exist at the time of the 1950 
census. 15  
 

Reviewing the actual ED map, it 
seems ED 24-1968 would have 
been the location. 16   
 
There are two other land record 
sources that may offer other 
avenues for research: 

• United States, New York 

Reproduced Courtesy of Googles Terms for Public Use 
(https://www.google.com/intl/en_us/help/terms_maps/) 
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Cont. from page 25 

Cont. on next page 
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Land Records at 
FamilySearch 17  

• New York Land Records 
Indexing Project by the New 
York Genealogical & 
Biographical Society 18  

 
Another option to explore is the 
Sanborn insurance maps. Some of 
the Brooklyn content can be 
viewed at:  

• 1915: 
https://www.loc.gov/item/s
anborn05791_032/  

• 1928: 
https://www.loc.gov/item/s
anborn06115_006/ 

 
The Columbia University Libraries 
has a collection of weekly 
building activity in New York City 
spanning 1868 – 1922, at: 
https://rerecord.library.columbia.e
du/  
 
BCG’s GPS Component One does 
require reasonably exhaustive 
research, so all avenues should be 
explored. 19  
  
______________ 

1. “Questions Asked on the 1940 Census,” 

website, National Archives 
(https://1940census.archives.gov/questions-
asked.asp : accessed 19 Oct 2021). 

2. “Index of Questions: 1950 (Population),” 
website, United States Census Bureau 
(https://www.census.gov/history/www/through
_the_decades/index_of_questions/1950_popul
ation.html :  accessed 19 Oct 2021). 

3. JewishGen Discussion Group 
(https://groups.jewishgen.org/g/main/topic/83
302283 : accessed 4 Jun 2021). 

4. “ACRIS,” website, NYC Department of Finance 
(https://www1.nyc.gov/site/finance/taxes/acri
s.page : accessed 3 Oct 2021). 

5. “Recording Property-Related Documents,”   
website, NYC Department of Finance 
(https://www1.nyc.gov/site/finance/taxes/pro
perty-recording-property-related-
documents.page : accessed 3 Oct 2021). 

6. “New York, New York, U.S., Marriage License 
Indexes, 1907-2018,” database, Ancestry 
(https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/3622783:61406 : accessed 3 Oct 
2021). 

7. “72-35 112th St Parking,” image, Google 
(https://www.google.com/maps/uv?pb=!1s0x8
9c2609c403a54f5%3A0x193e0076486ee7f8!3m1
!7e115!4s%2Fmaps%2Fplace%2F%25E2%2580%2
5A2%2B72-
35%2B112th%2Bin%2BForest%2BHills%2F%4040.72
12172%2C-
73.8375211%2C3a%2C75y%2C184.14h%2C90t%
2Fdata%3D*213m4*211e1*213m2*211saWXOZf
pD_dmRUGB28Hw4Kw*212e0*214m2*213m1*21
1s0x89c2609c403a54f5%3A0x193e0076486ee7f
8%3Fsa%3DX!5s%E2%80%A2%2072-
35%20112th%20in%20Forest%20Hills%20-
%20Google%20Search!15sCgIgAQ&imagekey=
!1e2!2saWXOZfpD_dmRUGB28Hw4Kw&hl=en&s
a=X&ved=2ahUKEwj9kKLa29fzAhWldN8KHb03B
2wQpx96BAhLEAM  : accessed 7 Oct 2021). 

8. “2632 Burro Ln,” image, Google 
(https://www.google.com/maps/place/2632+
Burro+Ln,+East+Meadow,+NY+11554/@40.7080
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(https://stevemorse.org/census/1950census.ht
m : accessed 17 Oct 2021). 

15. “Re: Permission for a screenshot + Question 
with 1950 ED Finder,” eMail  from Steve Morse 
[E-ADDRESS FOR PRVATE USE] to 
info@jgsob.org, Sun, Oct 17, 2021 12:13 pm; 
digital copy held by the JGS of Brooklyn, PO 
Box 100496, Brooklyn, NY 11210. 

16. “File:1950 Census Enumeration District Maps - 
New York (NY) - Kings County - Brooklyn - ED 
24-1 to 3802 - NARA - 24267303 (page 5).jpg,” 
Wikimedia Commons  
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:1950
_Census_Enumeration_District_Maps_-
_New_York_(NY)_-_Kings_County_-_Brooklyn_-
_ED_24-1_to_3802_-_NARA_-
_24267303_(page_5).jpg : accessed 17 Oct 
2021). For the boundary description of the ED, 
see:  
https://stevemorse.org/ed/ed2.php?year=195
0&state=NY&ed=24-1968 . 

17. “United States, New York Land Records - 
FamilySearch Historical Records,” FamilySearch 
(https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_
States,_New_York_Land_Records_-
_FamilySearch_Historical_Records : accessed 
17 Oct 2021). 

18. “New York Land Records Project,” website, 
NYB&G 
(https://www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org/new-
york-land-records-indexing : accessed 18 Oct 
2021). For the county of Kings (Brooklyn, NY), 
this project is based on the FamilySearch 
United States, New York Land Records, 1630 – 
1975, at 
https://www.familysearch.org/search/image/i
ndex?owc=M7HG-
T23%3A358137801%3Fcc%3D2078654 . 

19. Genealogy Standards (Nashville & New York: 
Ancestry, 2019), 1 – 2 and 85. 
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551,-
73.53026,3a,75y,181.2h,90t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m
4!1sXzzOwkZZCc2XwUos9i-F-
w!2e0!7i13312!8i6656!4m5!3m4!1s0x89c27e40c
dc3d10d:0xde58636ec5e09226!8m2!3d40.7078
736!4d-73.5302631 : accessed 7 Oct 2021). 

9. “Michael Halpern 2632 Burro Lane, East 
Meadow, NY 11554,” Google 
(https://www.google.com/search?q=Michael+
Halpern+2632+Burro+Lane%2C+East+Meadow
%2C+NY+11554&oq=Michael+Halpern+2632+B
urro+Lane%2C+East+Meadow%2C+NY+11554&
aqs=chrome.0.69i59.648j0j4&sourceid=chrome
&ie=UTF-8 : : accessed 13 Oct 2021). 

10. The Google results page of the query shows 
locatepeople.org with “Age: 73 years old”.  
The fastpeoplesearch.com result shows 
“Michael Halpern (73) East Meadow, NY … 
Michael Michell Halpern is 73 years old and 
was born in January of 1948”. 

11. The Google results page of the query shows 
locatepeople.org with a Michelle “Age: 69 
years old”.  Also the connectedinvestors.com 
result shows “Investment property in EAST 
MEADOW, NY located at 2632 BURRO LN. This 
property was purchased by HALPERN MICHAEL 
& MICHELLE TRUST.” 

12. “Search Results,” database, Reclaim the 
Records, search for Bride: Michelle and 
Groom: Michael Halpern, with to results as 
MICHELLE MARGOLIS to MICHAEL HALPERN in 
Brooklyn with License 6679 in 1974 
(https://www.nycmarriageindex.com/ : 
accessed 9 Oct 2021). 

13. “2632 Burro Ln,” database, ClustrMaps 
(https://clustrmaps.com/a/1fqqmo/ : 
accessed 13 Oct 2021). PDF copy of results 
privately held by Moishe Miller 
(moishe.miller@totalben.com), 1374 East 28th 
Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11210. 

14. Stephen P. Morse and Joel D. Weintraub 
“GETTING READY FOR THE 1950 CENSUS: 
Searching With and Without a Name Index,”  
website, Stephen P. Morse 
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The study of Jewish Genealogy is 
different than that of other 
ethnicities and cultures. Primarily, it 
requires detailed knowledge of a 
very broad range of countries, 
their borders, history, repositories, 
and laws.  
 
At the same time, an aspiring 
Jewish genealogist would gain 
from an awareness of the maturity 
older non-Jewish societies have 
reached in terms of methodology 
and standards. This column seeks 
to further the awareness of their 
various publications and the 
stories within. 
 
The Board for Certification of 
Genealogists (“BCG”), in standard 
90, recommends attending 
conferences and institutes at the 
national level. 1 The 
recommendations include these 
institutes: 

• Gen-Fed 
• GRIP 
• IGHR 
• SLIG 

 
Moishe Miller, current president of 
the JGSoB, did attend both GRIP 
and IGHR this year. Due to COVID, 

both institutes were only offered 
remotely, via Zoom. They were: 
 

• Mastering Genealogical 
Documentation, with 
Thomas W. Jones, Ph.D., 
CG, FASG, 21 – 25 June 2021 
(GRIP) 

• “Course Four,” Writing & 
Publishing for Genealogists, 
coordinator Thomas W. 
Jones, PhD, CG, FASG, 25 – 
30 July 2021 (IGHR) 

 
Both courses are very relevant to 
Jewish researchers. Neither course 
is available in any form at a Jewish 
genealogical organization. 
 
Next year’s schedule is: 
 

 Genealogical Institute on 
Federal Records (Gen-Fed), 
Washington, D.C., August 7-
13, 2022 

 Genealogical Research 
Institute of Pittsburgh (GRIP), 
June 19-24, 2022 OR July 10-
15, 2022 

 Institute of Genealogy and 
Historical Research (IGHR), 
July 24-29, 2022 

 Salt Lake Institute of 

Cont. on next page 
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Genealogy (SLIG): SLIG 
Virtual, September - 
November, 2022,  

 SLIG 2022, Salt Lake City, UT, 
January 9–14, 2022 (in-
person) 

 SLIG Academy for 
Professionals, SLC, January 
30 to early April (virtual) 

 
For detailed schedules, see: 

• Gen-Fed: https://www.gen-
fed.org/  

• GRIP: 
https://www.GRIPitt.org/ 

• IGHR: 
https://www.ighr.GaGenSo
ciety.org  

• SLIG: 
https://slig.ugagenealogy.or
g/  

 

Genealogist may be interested in 
the free RootsTech Connect 2022 
conference. It takes place on 
March 3 – 5 (Thursday through 
Shabbos), 2022 and is virtual. 2 All 
programs will likely be available 
on-line for the entire year.  
 
 
______________   

1. Genealogy Standards (Nashville & New York: 
Ancestry, 2019), 47 – 48. For conferences see 
https://bcgcertification.org/learning/education/#co
nferences  and for institutes see 
https://bcgcertification.org/learning/education/#ins
titutes : accessed 20 Sep 2021. For a clearer 
distinction between conference and institute, see: 
Elissa Scalise Powell, “What is an Institute,”  
website, Genealogical Research Institute of 
Pittsburgh (https://www.gripitt.org/gripitt-
home/what-is-an-institute/ : accessed 30 May 
2021). 

2. “RootsTech Connect Coming Back in 2022,” 
website, FamilySearch  
(https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/rootstech-
connect-2022/ : accessed 16 Oct 2021). 

Cont. on next page 
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sons than even Bilah or Zilpah. Leah prayed and her unborn fetus changed to a girl. 3 The Targum Yonason 
ben Uziel explains that at that time Rochel was already pregnant too, but her fetus was female. Leah’s 
prayers caused the fetuses to switch places; the first case of surrogacy. 4 The paytan in the Rosh Hashahna 
davening describes this poetically, offering further documentation for this tradition. 5 Although there is 
debate in Jewish Law about who to view as the halachic mother in the case of surrogacy, Rabbi Reuven 
Feinstein offers the story of Dinah as proof that the birth mother (the surrogate) is the recognized mother, 
and not the genetic egg-donor mother. 6
______________ 

1. Bereishis (Vayeitzei) 29:32 – 35, 30:17, 19.  
2. Bereishis (Vayeitzei) 30:21. 
3. Talmud Bavli, Berachos 60a. However, Talmud Yerushalmi, Berachos chapter 9, Halachah 3 (92a2 in the Artscroll English version) states 

it was Rochel Imeinu who prayed for the fetuses to be switched. 
4. Commentary to Bereishis (Vayeitzei) 30:21. Also see Maharsha to Talmud Bavli, Niddah 31a, s.v. V’es Dinah, citing י"ח רז"פענ . 
5. The paytan describes this miracle as “ אחות בבטן להמיר עובר ” in the Chazan’s repetition of the Shacharis Shemoneh Esrei to the first day of 

Rosh Hashanah, in the piyut of אבן חוג after the blessing of מחיה המתים. See Machzor Shiras Moshe HaShalem, Rosh Hashanah, Nusach 
Sefard (Brooklyn, NY: Artscroll/Mesorah Publications, Ltd. April 2021) 141. 

6. Rabbi Sholom Reuven Feinstein, Nahar Sholom, Bereishis Volume II ([Place of publication not identified]: TCP, November 2017) 82 – 83.
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Midrashic Genealogy 

Cont. from first page (Midrashic Genealogy) 

:זאגט וויינשטאק יואל 'ר  
 משולם 'ר ג"הרה מייסד אומפארגעסליכן דעם דורך געווארן געגרינדעט איז וואס אויסגאבע א איז זכרון עלי

 אלעס באשריבן ווערן גליון דעם אין. הגר גדולי הנצחת לזכר זכרון מכון ר"יו ,ה"ע קינסטליכער זושא אלכסנדר
 עורך צום אריינשיקן קען יעדער. אונגארן פון משפחות און רבנים ,אונגארן יהדות מיט שייכות א האט וואס

.לווי עס ווער פאר פריי ארומגעשיקט און לב בחפץ אנגענומען ווערט וואס, תגובות און מאמרים  
 
 
R’ Joel Weinstock writes:  
Alei Zikoroin is a publication founded by the unforgettable Rabbi Meshulam Alexander Zosha 
Kinstlicher ob”m. He was the chairman of the Zikoroin Institute, memorializing Hungary. Each issue 
describes people and events having to do with Hungarian Jewry, rabbis and Hungarian families. 
Anyone can submit articles and comments to the editor, which will be gladly accepted, free of 
charge. 

See all back issues at: http://www.jgsob.org/aleizikoroin.html  
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DNA for Genealogists: Not Scientists or “Dummies” 

DNA: Why A Relative’s DNA Might Not Match 
“We believe we are related, but DNA doesn't show a connection.” Does that 
imply an NPE (non-parental event)? Not necessarily. Here are three non-
technical explanations: 
 

1. Your genetic (DNA) tree will be different than your "real" (genealogical) 
tree. You will always get DNA from parents, grandparents and even all 8 
great-grandparents. Further back in time, you will likely get DNA from all 
16 gg-gp's, but sometimes maybe only from 15 or 14. Each generation 
further back in time results in less "pieces" (cM's) of DNA being from all 
ancestors. 

2. The DNA segments (cM) you receive will always be large enough so that 
you will share some DNA with a 2nd cousin. But, you could have a 
legitimate 3rd cousin that does not match any of your DNA. It could be 
that the segments you have from the common gg-gp's do not overlap.  

3. When your DNA is created, there is something at the chromosome level 
known as crossover. The layman’s meaning of this is that chromosomes 
tend to break and then reconnect at specific points. A given 
chromosome will break (cross over) in only a certain number of segments, 
and not more. For instance, if a chromosome only has 15 crossover 
sections, you will not get a segment from at least one of your 16 gg-gp's. It 
is sort of like musical chairs. In this example, 16 gg-gp's and only 15 
crossovers, leaves at least one off. If two segments come from the same 
one gg-gp, than you will only have 14 gg-gp's represented in that 
chromosome. If you want to learn more about crossover, and how it 
differs by gender, see the blog posts by Roberta Estes: https://dna-
explained.com/2017/11/09/concepts-dna-recombination-and-
crossovers/ from 2017, and https://dna-
explained.com/2019/09/17/crossovers-frequency-and-inheritance-
statistics-male-versus-female-matters/ from 2019. 

Checkout available DNA learning opportunities at: 
https://conferencekeeper.org/dna/  and 

https://www.cyndislist.com/dna/  
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Standards #9, 19 and 24: Don’t Be an April’s Fool 

1940 census. Plan the research to do look-ups 
without an index. Consult Stephen Morse’s “How 
to Access the 1950 Census…” at 
https://stevemorse.org/census/quiz1950.php    
 
Plan the research and determine the scope of 
information available. Learn about the census’ 20 
questions. Learn about the additional questions 
asked to five percent of the population. 4 
 
Learn about the Housing Census and its purpose. 5  
 
Learn about the Infant Enumeration Study and its 
purpose. 6 
 
Learn more by reviewing blogs and wikis. An 
example is the FamilyHistory Wiki. The research 
process will be more productive once you gain 
more detail about the 1950 census. 7 
 
“Understand the Meaning” includes the meaning 
for the sources time and place. That requires 
context. For Holocaust survivors coming to the 
USA, this will be the first census in which they are 
enumerated. How will they reflect upon this 
“counting” compared to countings they may 
have endured in Europe by both the Nazis and 
their own governments?  
 
Understanding time and place means cross-
referencing with the Hebrew Calendar. The 1950 
census was to commence on 1 April 1950. 8 
However, that day was a Shabbos. 9 Furthermore, 
it was 14 Nissan – erev Pesach. Many orthodox 

Jews were not easily available on those key 
census dates, April 1 – 3, as they were celebrating 
what is termed a three-day-yom-tov. 
 
Be mindful in how you approach your research. 
 
______________ 

1. Genealogy Standards (Nashville & New York: Ancestry, 2019), 11.  
 
2. Genealogy Standards, 16. 
 
3. Genealogy Standards, 17. 
 
4.  “1950 Population,” United States Census Bureau, website 

(https://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/index_of_
questions/1950_population.html : accessed 7 Oct 2021). 

 
5. “1950 Housing,” United States Census Bureau , website, 

(https://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/index
_of_questions/1950_housing.html : accessed 7 Oct 2021). 

 
6. “1950 Census: Procedural Studies of the 1950 Censuses No. 1: Infant 

Enumeration Study: 1950,” United States Census Bureau, website, 
(https://www.census.gov/library/publications/1953/dec/procedural-
study-01.html : accessed 7 Oct 2021). Also 
(https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1950/pro
cedural-studies/study-01/04198170.pdf : accessed 7 Oct 2021). 

 
7. “United States Census 1950,” FamilySearch, website, 

(https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_States_Census_19
50 : accessed 7 Oct 2021). 

 
8. “1950 Census:  The Official Census Day – April 1, 1950,” History 

Hub, website, 
(https://historyhub.history.gov/community/genealogy/census-
records/blog/2021/04/01/1950-census-the-official-census-day-april-1-
1950 : accessed 7 Oct 2021). 

 
9. “Pesach 1950 / 5710 פֶּסַח ,” HebCal, database 

(https://www.hebcal.com/holidays/pesach-1950 : accessed 24 Oct 
2021). 
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GEDCOM Standards for 
“GPS” #3 

GPS # 3 requires correlation of “SIE”, 
sources, information, and evidence. 1 
It is the process of comparing and 
contrasting information and 
evidence. 2 Correlation shows if the 
evidence is reliable. 3   

Correlation is a necessary 
component of the GPS, in order to 
correctly interpret “facts” that we 
happen to find; comparing and 
contrasting minute details to establish 
a meaning for the whole that is 
greater than the sum of the parts. 4   

Context is critical to understanding a 
record, to correlating it properly with 
other sources, and to reaching a 
conclusion about a problem. 5   

______________ 
1. Genealogy Standards (Nashville & New 

York: Ancestry, 2019), 1 – 2.   

2. Genealogy Standards, 74. 

3. Evaluate the Evidence, website, 
(https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Eva
luate_the_Evidence : accessed 14 Oct 
2021). 

4. Elizabeth Shown Mills, “Evidence Analysis 
Issues,” Evidence Explained; Historical 
Analysis, Citation & Source Usage, website, 
(https://www.evidenceexplained.com/qui
cktips/information-not-knowledge : 
accessed 14 Oct 2021). 

5. Mills, “A Proof Argument? Why Bother?” 
(https://www.evidenceexplained.com/qui
cktips/proof-argument-why-bother : 
accessed 14 Oct 2021). 
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This article continues to present the timeline, portraying the 
intersection of the 18th Egyptian Dynasty with that of the Torah.  
Some of the stories in Egyptian history do seem to closely mirror 
the underlying detail described in Jewish texts.  

There are numerous instances of dates in Jewish history 
intersecting with those of Egypt. Some of these important Jewish 
dates include: 

• 2255: Yaakov Avinu passes away. i 

• 2256: Yaakov Avinu was buried 15 Tishrei (22 Sep 1506 
BCE). It was at this time that the first war with Tzefo 
occurred. ii 

• 2270 (1491 BCE): Magron (Thutmose III) reigns. iii One 
opinion identifies Yosef HaTzaddik as Thutmose III. iv 

• 2288: combined African and Ishmaelite forces marched on 
Ramses in failed rescue attempt of Tzefo. v 

• 2303: Thutmose III invades Caanan and Syria. vi 

• 2309: Tzefo escapes from prison and flees to Carthage. vii 

• 2331(1430 BCE): Tzefo defeats African king Angius. viii 

• Tzefo plots revenge against the Israelites in Egypt during 
the reign of Ahmenhotep II, but is defeated in battle. ix 

• Tzefo returns in defeat and likely ruled the Kittim until his 
passing in 2367. x  

i. MeAm Lo’ez (“ML”) Timeline at the 
end of Genesis IV/3b (hereafter: 
“MLT”), p600, citing ML Genesis 
iV/3b, 50:13, p551. See also p541. 

ii. ML Genesis IV/3b, 50:13, p551. 
iii. ML Genesis IV/3b, 50:22, p588. Also 

see p670, fn 237. 
iv. ML Genesis IV/3b, p670, fn 238. 
v. ML Genesis IV/3b, 50:22, p588. Also 

see p600 and 670, fn 239 – 240. 
vi. ML Genesis IV/3b, p600. Also see 

p670, fn 237. 

vii. ML Exodus I/4, p8 and p232, fn 40. 
Also see ML Genesis IV/3b, p600. 

viii. ML Exodus I/4, p9 and p233, fn 45. 
ix. ML Exodus I/4, p233, fn 47, cites Sefer 

HaYashar and Yossifon offering two 
alternate timelines for the  reign of 
Ahmenhotep II; 1436 BCE - 1411 BCE 
or 1447 BCE - 1420 BCE. 

x. ML Exodus I/4, 1:7, 8 – 12, p233, fn 43. 
For the Kittim, see ML Genesis IV/3b, 
p626, fn 33. 
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